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continue its dark path, paying no heed to any directions towards
new and simple exits. . . .
From Report by M. LITVINOV to Fifteenth Congress
of Russian Communist Party, on Work of Soviet
Delegation at League of Nations Preparatory
Disarmament Commission.
Much has already been said on the reasons why we do not
participate in the League of Nations. I can point out some of
these reasons.
The Soviet Union is not a member of the League of Nations
and does not take part in it because, first of all, it does not want
to take the responsibility for the imperialist policy of the League
of Nations, for the "mandates" which are handed out by the
League of Nations for the exploitation and oppression of colonial
countries. The Soviet Union does not participate in the League
of Nations because it is completely opposed to imperialism and
to the oppression of colonial and subjugated countries.
The Soviet Union does not participate in the League of Nations
because, secondly, it does not want to take responsibility for
military preparations, for growing armaments, for new military
alliances, etc., which are covered and sanctioned by the League
of Nations and which cannot but lead to new imperialist wars.
The Soviet Union does not participate in the League of Nations
because it is utterly opposed to imperialist wars.
Finally, the Soviet Union does not participate in the League of
Nations because it does not want to be a component part of that
screen of imperialist machinations which the League of Nations
represents and which are concealed by the honeyed phrases of
its members. The League of Nations is a rendezvous for im-
perialist chiefs who do their business behind the scenes. What
the League of Nations says officially is empty twaddle, intended to
deceive the workers. But what the imperialist chiefs do un-
officially behind the scenes is real imperialist business, which is
pharisaically concealed by the eloquent orators of the League of
Nations. What can there be surprising in the fact that the
Soviet Union does not want to become a member and participant
of this anti-peoples comedy?                     STALIN: Speech, 1927.
Our policy is a policy of peace and of the development of